Research Note NRS-176
This publication provides an overview of forest resource attributes for Nebraska based on an annual inventory conducted by the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program at the Northern Research Station of the U.S. Forest Service. These estimates, along with web-posted core tables, will be updated annually. For more information please refer to page 5 of this report. 
Forest Land Estimates
Number of live trees 1-inch diameter or larger (million trees) 414 6.6 Hardwood forest types in Nebraska occupy just over 924,000 acres, or 59 percent, of all forest land, and more than 870,000 acres, or 60 percent, of timberland. The seven major hardwood species in terms of volume of growing-stock trees (at least 5-inches d.b.h.) on timberland include bur oak, green ash, cottonwood, American basswood, hackberry, American elm, and black walnut. These species comprise 62 percent of the total volume of live trees at least 5-inches d.b.h. on timberland; the distribution of this volume by species is shown in Fig. 5 .
Since 2005, there have been some changes in forest land composition (Fig. 6 ). For example, cottonwood was the most common hardwood forest type in 2005 but has been surpassed by bur oak and the sugarberry/hackberry/elm/green ash (SHEGA) forest types. Figures 7A and 7B show the distribution of forest land for selected hardwood forest types by standsize class. While cottonwood used to dominate the large stand-size class, bur oak and SHEGA are gaining area while cottonwood showed a loss of forest land area in this size class. Furthermore, there was no reported forest land area in the small stand-size class for cottonwood in 2012.
Cottonwood 49%
Bur oak 22%
Green ash 10%
American basswood 6%
Hackberry 6%
American elm 5%
Black walnut 2% Live volume in Nebraska has increased steadily since 1983 with a current estimate of more than 2 billion cubic feet (Fig.  8) . Three hardwood species account for half of all live volume: cottonwood (607 million cubic feet), followed by bur oak (275 million cubic feet) and green ash (123 million cubic feet) (Fig. 9 ).
For additional information regarding commercial tree species, such as growing-stock volume, sawtimber quantity and quality, and timber product output and use, the reader is referred to the 2010 comprehensive inventory report on Nebraska's forests by Meneguzzo et al. (2012) 
